
 

 

 
2020 General/South Central Jurisdictional  

CTC Clergy Delegate Information 

Presented in order received 

  



 

Jeff Smith 
6200 Williams Drive 
Georgetown, TX 78628 
 

(512) 221-7288 
smithj@wellumc.org 
 

Wellspring UMC 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
The diversity and the future hope of the United Methodist Church is the best thing we have going. Despite our current 
struggles, the church has a solid future. My prayer is for greater inclusiveness and a broadening of the vision of how 
the UMC can be relevant as we move into our bold new future. 

 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate to the 
2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
I believe in the future of the United Methodist Church, and I believe I can make a difference with an ability to listen and 
then speak across the many lines that divide us. 

 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
I currently serve on the South District Committee on Ordained Ministry and the South District Board on Church 
Location and Building. 

 
 

 

Dean Posey 
1200 West Green Oaks Blvd 
Arlington, TX 76013 
 

(817) 271-4864 
dposey@trinityarl.org 
 

Trinity UMC, Arlington 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
The best thing about the United Methodist Church today is its people. Its people are its strength for witness and 
service, for mission and for beginning and continuing vital communities of faith. You can have a great vision and plans 
and programs, but without the passion of the people called United Methodist you will have nothing. One unique aspect 
of the UMC is that its people are connected all over the world. The people of the UMC are truly the body of Christ 
working to be a blessing in all areas of the globe. 

 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate to the 
2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
I have been a part of the United Methodist Church all my life and am passionate about its mission and its future.  The 
reason I am making my interest known about serving as a delegate to the 2020 General and Jurisdictional 
Conferences is that I think that our delegation needs more theological diversity. It is common knowledge that our 2016 
and 2019 delegation was significantly underrepresented from the conservative theological perspective of which I 
represent. I would like for our delegation to represent the entire theological perspective that is true of the UMC globally 
and was made evident at GC2019. 

 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
There are two ways that I am currently using my time to support the United Methodist connection. The first is working 
with the Center for Evangelism and Church Growth to help start a new faith community in the now closed Handley 
UMC. Trinity UMC is excited about this project and unanimously voted for it.  The second is that I am the president of 
the local chapter of the Wesleyan Covenant Association which is an association of individuals and congregations who 
share a common understanding of our historic Wesleyan doctrine and desire to become a vibrant, faithful, growing 
21st century church. 

 

  



 

Leah Hidde-Gregory 
13007 Oak Ridge Drive 
Woodway, TX 76712 
 

(972) 322-1383 
leahhidde-gregory@ctcumc.org 
 

Central District Superintendent 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
The United Methodist Church provides a grace-filled place for persons of all walks of life to come and experience God's 
love and to fall in love with Christ.   We love because God first loved us.  The UMC's commitment to inclusion of all 
persons at the Lord's Table, while maintaining Biblical Authority, and Wesleyan teachings in the life of our church is 
paramount in my love for the UMC.  

 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate to the 
2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
78% of the United States UM Churches worship less than 75 on any given Sunday morning 
(https://thesmallchurchpastor.wordpress.com/statistics). I am passionate about giving a voice to these faithful 
congregations.  I will work with others to ensure our greater church legislation meets the small church needs as well as 
the needs of larger churches, which tend to be very well represented.   

 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
As a District Superintendent, I support the United Methodist Connection through empowering laity and churches to 
work, support and hold one another accountable through small groups and covenant parishes.   On a Jurisdictional 
level, I participate in a District Superintendent Group that meets three times a year for learning and networking.   God is 
our greatest source as a denomination, but our second greatest source, is our connection and support of one another 
in the Wesleyan way. 

 
 

 

David McMinn 
2112 Littleton Dr. 
Leander, TX 78641 
 

(512) 466-5113 
david@rockbridgelife.com 
 

Rockbridge Church 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
The best thing about the United Methodist Church is our mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world. We are a church that makes disciples who follow Jesus and through that relationship are 
transformed. Those disciples are then sent out to the world to live out God's call to transform the world around us. Our 
personal holiness through our relationship with God leads to social holiness in community and with our neighbors 
throughout the world. We love God, and we love neighbors. 

 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate to the 
2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
I am passionate about the United Methodist Church, this is a church that as a child, through FUMC Azle, saved my life. 
It loved and accepted me at a time in my life that I desperately needed that love. We all know that the UMC is facing 
difficult times and that we are very divided. I believe it is important that we have people who are passionate about the 
work and ministry of the UMC and desire to see it thrive as we address LGBTQ inclusion in our communities. 

 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
I support the connect of the United Methodist Church through my service at Rockbridge Church. We know that vital 
ministry happens at the local church and as a pastor I lead the church to the best of my ability to make disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the World. I have served on the board of Chrysalis for the Central Texas 
Conference; volunteered at Glen Lake Camp; and served on CTCYM. Recently I attended General Conference, 
volunteering as a Marshall so that I could pray for and assist the delegates. 

 



 

Tim Bruster 
800 W. 5th St. 
Fort Worth, TX 76102 
 

(817) 938-1968 
tbruster@myfumc.org 
 

First UMC, Fort Worth 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
Our Wesleyan theology of grace and the way we take scripture seriously in our study and application of it, using the 
best tools of scholarship, our God-given powers of reason, our experience of God within the faith community and the 
larger community, and the rich traditions we have received.  We emphasize God at work in our lives through 
prevenient, sanctifying, and justifying grace.  We are a "big tent" denomination defined by our center, who is Jesus 
Christ.  At our best, we are a church is open hearts, open minds, and open doors. 

 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate to the 
2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
I have served as a delegate at the 2008, 2012, 2016, and 2019 General Conferences and served as head of the 
delegation in 2008 and 2016.  I have served on the General Council on Finance and Administration and am serving my 
second term as first clergy alternate on the Judicial Council.  In that capacity, I have participated in 74 Judicial Council 
decisions.  I am putting myself forward to serve again because this is a critical time for the UMC.  We not only need 
new delegates, but also experienced delegates with a broad knowledge of the general church. 

 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
I serve as head of the CTC delegation, as first clergy alternate on the Judicial Council, as a member of the 
Jurisdictional Committee on Episcopacy, as a member of the CTC Episcopacy Committee, as a member of the CTC 
Board of Ordained Ministry, and as a member of the Board of Trustees of Texas Wesleyan University. 

 
 

 

Darren Walker 
2105 Dawn Dr. 
Georgetown, TX 76828 
 

(254) 718-1567 
prfgoodguy@gmail.com 
 

St. Johns UMC, Georgetown 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
Our emphasis on Grace for all people. 

 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate to 
the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
I have been interested in doing so for years.  It is an important way to serve the church that has been part of my 
life for all of my life.  I am concerned we may be losing sight of what is most important, to make disciples for Christ. 

 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
I serve as pastor for St. Johns United Methodist Church in Georgetown, Texas and work with my District. 

 
  



 

Vaughn Baker 
158 Canyon Creek Ct. 
Weatherford, TX 76087 
 

(817) 229-6767 
vbaker@silvercreekumc.org 
 

Silver Creek UMC 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
That we as United Methodists are a world-wide Christian movement proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ and 
seeking to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. We have chosen as a body to affirm 
biblical teaching and standards in all matters of faith and practice. 

 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate to 
the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
That our 2020 General Conference in Minneapolis reflect the voting preferences of the world-wide church where 
Methodism is still growing. I also share the concern that our previous delegation was out of step with our brothers 
and sisters around the world in affirming biblical Christianity. We need to affirm the Traditional Plan of human 
sexual expression. 

 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
I have served in the ministry of the United Methodist Church for over forty years, preaching the gospel, and 
working for biblical-based church renewal. I have worked overseas in Ireland, as well as Argentina and South 
Africa in church mission, as well local missions. I also have a passion for teaching local pastors Perkins Course of 
Study School. 

 
 

 

Raul Gutierrez 
2820 Laredo Dr. 
Fort Worth, TX 76116 
 

(817) 368-6493 
pastor@westernhillsumc.org 
 

Western Hills UMC 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
Our connectional organization and openness to dialogue on issues that draw controversy. 

 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate to 
the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
There is a strong need for theological issues that affect gender, race, age, social class that need to be heard from 
the vantage point of the marginalized. 

 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
My local charge with great conviction paid 100% of the connectional giving for the year 2018. 

 
 
  



 

Wade Killough 
3433 Fall Creek Hwy 
Granbury, TX 76049 
 

(512) 940-2991 
wade@actonumc.org 
 

Acton UMC 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
I love our focus on the Wesleyan Way of Salvation. The UMC mission to “make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world” flows out of this robust understanding of God’s grace. Purposefully introducing all people 
to Christ and walking with them as they grow in God’s love through the Holy Spirit is the epitome of sacrificial love. I 
know when disciple-making has been the #1 priority of the churches I’ve served, lives are transformed, generational 
brokenness is healed, darkness in every corner of the mission field is pushed back, and the denomination is its most 
vibrant. 

 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate to the 
2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
A new season dawns for the UMC. We need delegates to GC who will joyfully work to align our doctrine, discipline, 
and mission to ensure as many people as possible are reached with the Good News of Jesus Christ over the next 50 
years. Our delegates must focus on leading the Church into this new season instead of refighting battles of the past. 
The Church is God’s idea, Christ is the Head; we play follow the Leader. It would be an honor to represent the CTC as 
a delegate as this new future begins. Thank you for your prayerful consideration. 

 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
I primarily support the UMC connection through leading the church I pastor to "make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world." In addition, I am a member of the CTC Board of Ordained Ministry, Conference Finance & 
Administration (CF&A) Team, Glen Lake Camp Board of Directors, and serve as a mentor to candidates for ordained 
ministry. 

 

 

Larry Duggins 
185 S White Chapel Blvd. 
Southlake, TX 76092 
 

(817) 915-5181 
lduggins@missionalwisdom.com 
 

Missional Wisdom Foundation 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
I believe the theological stance of the UMC is exactly what the world needs today.  Our emphasis on God’s grace and 
on growing in holiness over time gives people the time and space needed to encounter Christ in our hectic world. The 
quadrilateral provides an interpretative framework that emphasizes scripture, but also encourages the use of one’s 
spiritual gifts to understand it thorough our own reason and experience, and thorough the work of those who have 
gone before. Our emphasis on community and growth over time sets us apart from other Christian denominations. 

 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate to the 
2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
GC2019 clearly demonstrated that our denomination is at a turning point.  I am very interested in participating in that 
process using a Methodist lens, which pushes me toward searching for a way to maintain disciplinary flexibility for 
individual UM leaders and churches.  Wesley’s Catholic Spirit sermon teaches us to grip firmly to the core of our 
Christian belief and to be charitable in allowing for individual interpretations of the details of scripture. I cannot seek to 
shift the Discipline unless I am willing to serve in the transformative body. 

 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
I serve as the Executive Director of the Missional Wisdom Foundation, an extension ministry I co-founded almost 10 
years ago.  The MWF experiments with and teaches about alternative forms of Christian community.  We teach clergy 
and laity all over the nation, which provides me with a broad view of the connection.  It is my opinion that the American 
church wants to find a disciplinary path which allows us to stay in connection with as many of our brothers and sisters 
as possible. My work helps to bring in people who would otherwise not connect with the local church. 



 

Steve Moss 
300 Patricia Drive 
Hewitt, TX 76643 
 

(214) 803-3609 
revsmoss@gmail.com 
 

China Spring UMC 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
We are a part of a connectional system; the joining together of brothers and sisters in Christ throughout the world 
for a common purpose. As was the case in the early Methodist movement and I believe still true today, this 
purpose is one of renewal of the church and the nation(s).  
 

This renewal movement is grounded in the uniquely Wesleyan message that God’s grace is available to all 
persons and more importantly, through God’s transforming and life changing grace it is possible for all to find 
holiness of heart and life centered on love for God and neighbor. 

 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate to 
the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
My heart grieves that our denomination, whose Wesleyan understanding of God’s grace changed my life, finds 
itself struggling to remain focused on its mission of making disciples in the midst of ever-changing cultural norms.   
 

Through watching General Conferences, engaging in countless conversations and prayer, I’ve felt God’s nudging 
to be a part of this denominational process. I believe the foundation laid by Wesley and the early Methodist 
movement, one of spreading God’s love by combining orthodoxy and orthopraxy, is still God’s plan for our 
denomination and our mission of “Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.” 

 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
First, I serve the local church. At the district level, I serve on the Board of Church Location and Building and have 
previously served on the District Committee on Ordained Ministry. At the conference level, I serve on the 
MinistrySafe Oversight Committee and the Board of Trustees.  
 

Serving as a part of the conference’s CTCYM’s annual mission trip allows me to serve beyond our conference. I 
have also been fortunate to support our connection on a global level as part of a clergy mentoring endeavor in 
Latvia as well as by serving in mission to Maua Kenya and surrounding areas. 

 
 

 

Lara Franklin 
2621 Bedford Road 
Bedford, TX 76248 
 

(817) 517-1776 
larawhitley@gmail.com  
 

Wm. C. Martin UMC 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
At our best, The United Methodist Church witnesses to the world the grace of God. As recipients of that grace, our 
faith response should draw us ever deeper into love of God and neighbor. The Book of Discipline says, “The 
Christian witness, even when grounded in Scripture and mediated by Tradition, is ineffectual unless understood 
and appropriated by the individual. To become our witness, it must make sense in terms of our own reason and 
experience” (pg. 105). Wesley’s theological approach, what we call The Quadrilateral, offers us reason, experience 
and tradition as we interpret Scripture and grow in Christ. 

 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate to 
the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
I have always been drawn to the General Church. During GC2008 I served on the host team as the CTC liaison to 
the German-speaking European delegates. I was elected as a jurisdictional alternate in 2012 and traveled with the 
delegation to Tampa where I served as our observer in Church and Society 2. I also attended Jurisdictional 
Conference. Prior to GC2016, Travis and I were expecting; however, I am now able to recommit to the long hours 

mailto:revsmoss@gmail.com
mailto:larawhitley@gmail.com


and hard work required, and I offer myself for consideration during this critical time in the life of The United 
Methodist Church. 

 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
I serve as the chair of the CTC Commission on Equitable Compensation and have established ongoing 
relationships with my jurisdictional counterparts. I also currently serve on the East District Committee on Building 
and Location and as a mentor. As the pastor of a diverse congregation that includes a significant number of 
Tongan Americans and Tongan Nationals, I also work with representatives of the General Board of Global 
Ministries around issues related to the Plan for Pacific Island Ministry. 

 
 

 

Tom Robbins 
6463 Southerland Road 
Moody, TX 76557 
 

(254) 722-4040 
Tom.Robbins@fumctemple.org  
 

FUMC Temple 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
The United Methodist Church has a unique and wonderful message of God’s grace and forgiveness through Jesus 
Christ, for a world filled with fear and confusion.  As we minister across the globe, lives are changed, light shines 
through the darkness, and hopelessness is replaced with faithfulness.    I truly believe that once we resolve these 
current controversial issues facing the church, our best days are ahead of us.  Serving as a pastor in The United 
Methodist Church is one of the great privileges of my life. 

 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate to the 
2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
I have had the privilege of serving as the first clergy alternate delegate for the last three General Conferences.   In 
addition, I have been a delegate to the last three Jurisdictional Conferences.  I believe I am being called to be a part of 
the solution that currently distracts The United Methodist Church from fully engaging in the mission of making disciples 
for Jesus Christ. 

 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
My primary means of supporting the United Methodist connection is by serving as the pastor of a local church.  I am 
also chair of the Committee on Administrative Review, serve on the Conference Core Leadership Team, and a 
member of the South District’s DCOM. 

 
 

 

Jason Valendy 
209 South Bluebonnet St. 
Saginaw, TX 76179 
 

(817) 232-0390 
jason@saginawumc.org 
 

Saginaw UMC 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
The founding revelation given to John Wesley is perhaps the best thing about the UMC. God revealed to Wesley 
the Good News of Grace. Grace that goes before, walks with and leads the way to convict lives and change 
hearts. I believe the greatest thing the UMC has to offer the world today is proclaiming the central conviction of 
God's desire of mercy and not sacrifice (Hosea 6:6, Matthew 9:13, Matthew 12:7). 

 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate to 
the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
The UMC has been given this Good News to share and I believe that it is our structure that allows us to scale up 
sharing that message to the ends of the earth. I am interested in helping the UMC imagine how God desires to 
structure the denomination to best reach the world. Not only do we need to consider the structure that supports 

mailto:Tom.Robbins@fumctemple.org


local churches of all sizes (especially smaller) but also Annual, Central and Jurisdictional conferences, and Boards 
and Agencies. 

 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
In addition to supporting the connection through serving in a local church, I am a member of the CTC Finance and 
Administration board. For the past eight years I serve on the North District Dcom, the last two years as Registrar. I 
have served as a reserve delegate to the 2016 General and Jurisdictional Conferences and the 2019 General 
Conference. Because many of my writings have been picked up by several UMC publications I have been able to 
build relationships with people across the connection. 

 
 

 

Scott Youngblood 
9013 Westwood Shores Dr. 
Fort Worth, TX 76179 
 

(817) 980-1661 
yngbld0223@cs.com 
 

Retired Elder 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
The best thing about the UMC is the hope that we will find a way to be fully inclusive. 
 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate to 
the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
As a retired elder, I have freedom to follow my Lord without the same concern of consequences of actively 
appointed clergy. 
 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
I have become active at Saginaw UMC, attending worship and singing in the choir. 

 
 

 

Ryan Kiblinger 
123 Park Ave. 
Grayslake, IL 60030 
 

(254) 285-9235 
rbkiblinger@gmail.com 
 

United Protestant Church Grayslake 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
The best thing about the United Methodist Church today is that we have the Gospel of Jesus Christ that the world 
so desperately needs.  Out of our Anglican roots, we were birthed to bring our formal theological to bear in our 
practical theology lived out in love and grace.  We have hope to offer the world in Jesus Christ and hope, true 
hope is something our world needs. 
 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate 
to the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
The UMC today needs delegates that can speak the truth in love and humility.  I am not interested in taking a 
side, but rather in doing the hard work of acknowledging our differences and seeking to work towards fair, 
equitable, and just resolutions.  I believe that I have demonstrated my ability to speak candidly with clergy and 
laity alike, regardless of our agreement or disagreement, and to do so while being respectful and caring. 
 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
Currently, I am appointed to a union church in the Northern Illinois Conference of the UMC.  I am also working 
towards my PhD in Educational Studies where I am doing research on confirmation and the pastoral role in 
confirmation. 

 



 

Mary Spradlin 
4200 Camp Bowie Blvd. 
Fort Worth, TX 76116 
 

(817) 909-4248 
revspradlin@gmail.com 
 

Arlington Heights UMC 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
The best thing about the UMC is our commitment to the “Wesleyan Quadrilateral.” We do not require people to 
adhere to a black & white understanding of the Christian faith, where questions have only one “correct” answer. 
Applying scripture, tradition, reason and experience while following the promptings of the Holy Spirit, disciples in 
the UMC are encouraged to question, wrestle with, and even revise our understanding of the tenets of the Christian 
faith. As this occurs in the context of worship, personal study, and Christian conferencing, we discern God’s will 
and grow as disciples of Jesus the Christ. 
 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate to 
the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
I care deeply about the future of the UMC and I have experience and connections that will add value to the 
delegation. I was a voting member in 2012 and a reserve member in 2016/19. In 2012, a year that our delegation 
secured the election of Mike McKee to the episcopacy, I had the privilege of sitting on the jurisdictional committee 
of the episcopacy, where placement of Bishops was determined. The experience I gained, and the connections I 
have formed throughout the jurisdiction will be helpful, especially as we will receive a new Bishop in 2020. 
 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
I support the United Methodist connection by educating lay members of my congregation about the UMC: our 
history, polity and doctrine. I also encourage congregational participation in conference initiatives. Beyond the local 
church, I serve as Residency Registrar on the Board of Ordained Ministry, working closely with those who are 
seeking ordination and occasionally serving as a mentor. I am intentional about building friendships throughout our 
jurisdiction and beyond, and seek out opportunities to network with clergy and laity across conferences. 

 
 
 

 

Ramon Smith 
5621 Talons Crest Circle 
Fort Worth, TX 76179 
 

(817) 805-0862 
rsmith@whiteschapelumc.com 
 

White’s Chapel UMC 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
The best thing about the church today is the people of the United Methodist Church, who are more passionate about 
Jesus than the issues that divide us. The church continues to be a channel of God’s amazing grace, which reaches 
out to those at the margins, revives the weary, rescues the captive, restores us to proper relationship with God and 
humanity. Despite the challenges of today, I believe that the church’s best days are ahead of her because the Spirit is 
at work in our midst. 
 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate to the 
2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
I believe that God is doing a new thing in the United Methodist Church, and I want to be an active participant in the 
change that is coming. Given my experience working in diverse settings where people often share very different views 
about the practice of faith, I believe I can effectively work with them to reach solutions that honor their convictions and 
demonstrate the love of Jesus Christ. 
 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
I currently serve as Vice-Chair of the Board of Ordained Ministry, and I am a Phase 2 Mentor for certified candidates 
for ministry. Previously, I served as the Chair of the Order of Elders and I have served on the Board of Ordained 



Ministry for seven years. I represented our Jurisdiction at the National Council of Churches gathering in Washington 
D.C. to End Racism.   I am a part of the Executive Pastoral Team at White’s Chapel where I am responsible for 
Worship Support, Small Groups, and Faith Development. 

 
 

 

Steven Bell 
825 Cedar Crest Ln. 
Fort Worth, TX 75110 
 

(817) 991-3563 
sbell@fumccorsicana.org 
 

Corsicana First 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
The best thing about the United Methodist Church today lies somewhere in the midst of our theological stance of 
keeping Jesus Christ at the center of all we think, say, and do; the mutual accountability we experience in our 
connection; and our geographical bounds that span the entire globe. These serve our tradition well in providing a 
strong foundation for reaching the world for Jesus Christ, and developing the next generation of Christian leaders. 
 
 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate 
to the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
Having served the UMC for twenty years under appointment in a multitude of ministry contexts (multiple-point 
rural, large urban church, mega church, and county-seat rural), I have gained much experience and knowledge in 
regards to the local church. I believe local church ministry is the primary vehicle God uses to advance the 
Kingdom of God on the earth, and am convinced that the more we energize and equip the local church, the more 
ministry will be done for Christ. If my service as a delegate can further advance local church ministry, then I have 
great interest. 
 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
I currently use my time to support the UM connection by serving on our conference Board of Ordained Ministry, 
our Conference Relations Committee, and chairing the Central District Committee on Ordained Ministry. Since 
being appointed to FUMC of Corsicana in 2015, our average worship attendance has grown from 231 to 465 and 
we have celebrated 25 people making professions of faith in Jesus Christ already in 2019. 

 
 

 

Fred Bates 
2020 S. Collins St. 
Arlington, TX 76010 
 

(817) 350-7586 
Fredbates300@hotmail.com 
 

Grace UMC, Arlington 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
Today, the influence of the United Methodist Church is transcendent in both time and space in relationship to the 
message and ministry of Jesus Christ.  I believe our “Theological Task” holds a unique place in today’s 
ecclesiastical landscape.  While we hold to a historic past, we are also pressing forward into a faith-filled future 
through service to God and humanity.  Finally, as we maintain and broaden our global influence, I am persuaded 
that our “salt” and “light” will continue to make a difference in a world that longs for the scriptural message of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate 
to the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
As a lifelong Methodist, I desire to serve and earnestly seek your vote to become a delegate because I am 
passionately interested and deeply invested in the future of our Church.  I believe my years of experience in 
public service, particularly in the area of law enforcement, has equipped me with vitally needed people skills such 
as; understanding openness in communication, crisis management, de-escalation techniques, and bridge building 



abilities.  Our current context requires the ability to digest information quickly, respond succinctly, and yet remain 
aware of the presence and leading of the Holy Spirit. 

 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
I am currently serving as Senior Pastor of Grace UMC Arlington, a church that is experiencing vital growth and 
living into the mission of, “bringing people into a life changing relationship with Jesus Christ.”  I have been asked 
and have accepted the challenge to mentor several pastors in our Conference and consider that work to be a 
“high calling.”  I also serve faithfully on the District Committee on Building and Locations and the Conference 
Board of Trustees where I am developing a deeper understanding and unique perspective of our connectional 
system. 

 
 

 

Patricia Warden 
940 Mildred Lee Ln. 
Harker Heights, TX 76548 
 

(843) 453-2464 
pgwarden@yahoo.com 
 

Nolanville FUMC 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
The best thing about the United Methodist Church is how diversity, uniqueness and creativity unite in a 
congregation to make disciples that can reach out in mission to a community. In the UMC, there is a calling to 
servanthood that is specialized and needed inside and outside the church walls.  The UMC allows all to be 
kingdom builders together!  The joy of being connected and engaged with others in the world wide UMC offers 
endless potential to make disciples for the transformation of the world. 
 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate to 
the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
I have a passion for discipleship, and the change servant disciples can make in the community. I am deeply 
invested in the mission of the United Methodist Church and feel strongly that right now I am being called to help 
this denomination through discussions of togetherness.  I feel called to be a partner in this role. The role of 
engaging others through the creative decision and organizational means offered by our United Methodist process 
will only lead to transformation and growth in the spiritual journey for all. 
 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
I serve in the South District at Nolanville FUMC. I am involved in DCOM, CBL, the City of Nolanville, KISD 
Community Advisory Council, Food Pantry, Cavazos Elementary School Good News Club, Bell County AWARE 
(Human Trafficking) and Baylor Scott and White Faith Health Community.  Being the United Methodist presence on 
these committees opens doors for the church to connect faith to the daily lives in our local community.  PULSE 
(People United Love Serve Engage) attracts over 40 new neighbors every Sunday night for worship.  This witness 
within the community is a flourishing presence of our mission and ministry for others. 

 
 

 

Marilyn Jones 
1101 N. Elm St. 
Weatherford, TX 76086 
 

(817) 682-7955 
revmarilynj@gmail.com 
 

Couts Memorial UMC 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
The United Methodist Church is an embodiment of the grace of God in my life.  I believe that when we are at our 
best, we also embody God’s grace for the world as we strive to meet both the physical and spiritual needs of all of 
God’s people.  United Methodist disciples are not just “hearers” of the Word but are also “doers of the Word” 
(James 1:22). Our dedication to action leads us to continue to think outside the model of the traditional church in 
search of creative ways to share the love and grace of Jesus Christ. 



 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate to 
the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
I feel called to lead our denomination as we make vital decisions that will determine our collective future.  I have 
been a longtime observer of both General and Jurisdictional Conferences, and I am called to move beyond being a 
spectator.  I have also been involved in leadership within our Annual Conference, and I realize that this year is 
crucial for our annual conference as we are receiving a new bishop. I am called to facilitate change that moves us 
past our division, helping us learn how to live and serve in greater harmony. 
 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
I am senior pastor of Couts UMC, where we are experiencing new growth and increased vitality.  I provide Annual 
Conference leadership as part of the Core Team and am mentoring a candidate for the Board of Ordained Ministry. 
I previously served and am presently serving the District Committees on Ministry of both East and North Districts.  I 
participate actively in Mary & Elizabeth Coalition.  I have connected congregations missionally with sister Methodist 
churches in Cuba and Panama.  I am an active supporter of the Latvian UMC church. I serve the Perkins School of 
Theology Alumni Council as a CTC representative. 

 
 

 

Chris Hayes 
1025 Johnson Road 
Keller, TX 76248 
 

(817) 929-5245 
chrish@kellerumc.org 
 

Keller UMC 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
The amount of local United Methodists doing life-changing mission and service throughout the world in their 
individual churches is the best thing about the United Methodist Church. Watching lives being transformed even in 
the midst of a church and culture so divided witnesses to the true hope that only Jesus Christ can bring. 
 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate to 
the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
As difficult and challenging as the work of General and Jurisdictional Conference is, I believe it’s vitally important 
that we continue to create a denomination that shares the unconditional love of Jesus Christ with the world. This 
not only happens through General Conference votes and legislation, but also through the many relationships and 
connections across the worldwide denomination that I’ve been honored to form over the past decade in 
connectional ministry as well as serving on the delegation since 2012. I believe there is much work for us to do and 
feel called to be part of that crucial work. 
 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
I support the connection currently through my service as the Board of Ordained Ministry Chair for Central Texas 
and the work I do with BOMs throughout the connection. I serve on the Texas Methodist Foundation Board and 
Executive Committee which supports the connection by striving to steward the potential of local congregations, 
individual lay and clergy leaders, as well as our denomination. I’ve spent many hours over the last two 
quadrenniums with delegation work. I also believe my work as a local church pastor strengthens our connection as 
we make disciples for Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

 
 
  



 

Jon Farrer 
501 NE Barnard St 
Glen Rose, TX 76043 
 

(254) 224-2450 
pastor@glenroseumc.org 
 

Glen Rose UMC 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
Our theology of grace and how that leads us to an understanding that personal and social holiness are dependent 
upon one another. We are going to disagree, but God is calling us to something bigger. Grace (prevenient, justifying, 
sanctifying) calls us to make Disciples and build the Kingdom because that is the work God has been doing in each of 
us and in the world since the very beginning. Because of how we understand grace, I believe Methodist theology is 
uniquely poised to help us bring God's work closer to completion, especially in an increasingly divided society. 
 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate to the 
2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
I believe that more than any other time in my life to this point, General Conference 2020 will be making decisions that 
greatly impact the future of the United Methodist Church. I believe that I can be a reasoned and thoughtful addition to 
our delegation as we face these decisions. I am committed to forming a future for Methodism that  takes seriously our 
work of making Disciples and our theology of grace which makes room for all people, even in the midst of 
disagreement. 
 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
I have been a Methodist all my life and have served the Church in some capacity continually since 2003. I am currently 
appointed to Glen Rose UMC and will be appointed to Saginaw UMC after Annual Conference. I also serve on the 
North District DCoM and Glen Lake Camp Board. I have previously been a youth pastor, Associate Pastor, and 
summer camp director. I have led mission trips to UMCOR and Lydia Patterson, and have been a Project 
Transformation Intern. 

 
 

 

Mel Bishara 
4520 Castle Combe Place 
North Richland Hills, TX 76180 
 

(972) 741-5731 
mel.bishara@yahoo.com  
 

St. Luke UMC, Haltom City 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
Our connectional system, our missions support especially CTCYM, our believe that social justice and the 
message of sharing the good mews of Jesus Christ goes hand in hand (loving God and loving neighbor). The 
emphasis on the local church is the main focus of the conference not the conference itself. 

 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate 
to the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
We are now divided into us and them just like our nation. We need to see the “US” and work to bring justice for 
all.  I believe in the catholic spirit of our founder John Wesley when he said “in essentials unity, in non essentials 
harmony, in all things Charity.” What I saw and heard at the February Called general conference was the opposite 
of that spirit. We all stand in the need of God’s grace. We talked too much about grace yet sometimes our actions 
show judgment and exclusion. There is a big room for all of US. 

 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
I am a member of the CTC connectional Table team, I served on board of ordained ministry, conference relations. 

 
 
 

mailto:mel.bishara@yahoo.com


 

Daniel Hawkins 
1502 Tennyson Ln 
Cleburne, TX 76033 
 

(254) 717-2759 
daniel@fumccleburne.com 
 

FUMC Cleburne 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
Recently, I was asked by a member of the Cleburne community why I followed Christ in the United Methodist Church.  
My answer to his question and this question are the same.  At our best, we are a community of Christ followers who 
embody God’s grace, make deeply committed disciples and partner with God to transform the world.  We do so by 
being people of “the AND.”  We live at the intersection of the Evangelical church AND the Mainline church.  As 
Wesleyans, we are people of the social gospel AND the personal gospel; transforming individual lives AND the 
broader world. 

 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate to the 
2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
I’m registering my interest to serve because I love the United Methodist Church, its witness and its ministry.  I’m a third 
generation Methodist pastor.  I have deep family roots in our church and I long to be a part of its faithful future.  I know 
there are people of great wisdom and experience who are running, and I deeply admire many of them.  As a 34-year-
old pastor, I hope to serve alongside them, learning from them and with them, while offering a perspective that is 
connected to a generation the church is trying to better reach. 

 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
Alongside many of my colleagues, I have served on a myriad of boards/committees at the district level throughout my 
years in the United Methodist Church.  I have led covenant groups for my colleagues and would like to more faithfully 
serve the broader connection. 

 
 

 

Brandon Frenzel 
11000 Ridge Point Dr. 
Waco, TX 76712 
 

(254) 749-0527 
brandon@firstwaco.com 
 

FUMC Waco 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
The best thing about the United Methodist Church is the personal and social holiness of our faithful people as we are 
living in response to the grace of Jesus Christ. Taking seriously our call to make disciples of Jesus Christ, our rich and 
deep theology make United Methodists an activated and engaged people who carry with us Christ’s message of hope 
for the world. United Methodists, at our best, love God and love others with deep conviction and biblical witness. 

 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate to the 
2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
I have served in UMCs in multiple conferences and in several ministry roles from the time I was a college student until 
now, about 15 years in total. I have a strong conviction to be a part of helping shape the people I am yoked with 
spiritually. It seems that we have struggled to find our way in who Christ has called us to be as a global denomination, 
one that reaches far past our borders. We need stable, consistent voices as we do the good, godly, and diligent work 
that is ahead of us.    
 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
I serve in the local church, bringing me into community with other local pastors. Most recently, the opportunity to 
preach regularly in the pulpit of another congregation presented itself as they considered a church merger. For several 
years, I have supported the connection through serving on Annual Conference planning committees. I currently serve 
as a clergy representative for the Conference Nominations and Leadership Development Team. I also have had the 
distinct privilege of being an individual mentor for candidates for ministry for the Central District, as well as having 
been named to the Central District Committee on Superintendency. 



 

Virginia (Ginger) Bassford 
5011 W Pleasant Ridge Rd 
Arlington, TX 76016 
 

(817) 483-1667 
ginger@sbumc.org 
 

St. Barnabas UMC 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
I am a Methodist by choice, for two reasons. First, our radical (by which I mean “rooted”) understanding of God’s 
grace as the means of connection, transformation, and salvation that is offered to all people. Second, that God’s grace 
does not leave us as we are – it leads us into a lifetime of transformation and growth, “moving on to perfection,” with 
Jesus as our model. As a response to God’s grace, we work to change systems that are unjust and oppressive and 
walk with those who are “other” to us. 

 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate to 
the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
My call is to work for the good of the whole body. My core values are faith, integrity, courage, and learning. I am an 
out of the box thinker, who has formal education and experience in family systems, mediation, work in adaptive 
change (with Heifetz and Linsky), visioning with Patrick Lencioni’s Table Group, and as a facilitator of Brene’ Brown’s 
work, The Daring Way. I have served small, medium, and large congregations; been chair of the CTC Order of Elders, 
Chair of Conference Relations Committee, and was the initial dreamer and organizer of the Central Texas Conference 
Youth in Mission. 
 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
I serve on the Board of Ordained Ministry, the District Committee on Ordained Ministry, and as co-leader of the South-
Central Jurisdiction Clergy Women’s Leadership Team. I am lead pastor at St. Barnabas UMC, with a bible-and-beer 
ministry led by our associate pastor. We just celebrated the building of a village of 25 houses in Nicaragua. Our 
congregation birthed, supports, and I serve on the board of, a free health clinic – Open Arms. I remain connected with 
clergy across the jurisdiction after having been in TMF group relationships with them for seven years while serving on 
the CTC Cabinet. 

 
 

 

Louis Carr, Jr. 
PO Box 67 
Weatherford, TX 76086 
 

(817) 896-8405 
louiscarr@ctcumc.org 
 

North District Superintendent 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
The best thing about the UMC is our theology of grace, and historical DNA of faith sharing.  Our understanding of 
grace as the undeserved, unmerited, unearnable love of God, gives the world hope.  As Methodist we have a 
historical roadmap of faith sharing that, according to Alan Hirsh, if revived will bring Christianity back to the focus 
of our country and the world.  Methodist are the people who built churches in every town in the U.S. and we can 
do it again. We are the people who together can bring faith, hope, and love to a world hungry for it. 

 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate 
to the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
I have been blessed with the opportunity to serve as a part of the CTC delegation over the past four years.  
Additionally, I have served in rural, urban, and suburban churches. I have also started a new church and now I 
currently serve on the CTC cabinet. From this unique background I believe I bring a vast array of experience that 
represents the fullness of CTC; this has allowed me to hear many voices enabling me to be a fair and just voice 
for our Annual Conference. 
 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
I serve as a CTC delegate to the 2016 Jurisdictional Conference, as well as a delegate to the 2016 and 2019 
General Conferences.  I am the Superintendent of the North District of CTC, where I serve on the following 



boards: Glen Lake Camp, TCU Wesley Foundation, and the Weatherford College Wesley Foundation.  Prior to 
my new appointment in March, I served as the Conference Relations Committee Chair of the Board of Ordained 
Ministry, Vice Chair of the CTC Episcopacy, Chair of CTC Church and Society, CTC Connectional Table, and on 
the Executive Team for Center for Leadership. 

 
 

 

Philip Rhodes 
P.O. Box 1461 
Hurst, TX 76053 
 

(817) 282-7384 
prhodes@fumchurst.org 
 

FUMC Hurst 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
Two things immediately come to mind: 1) Our Wesleyan theology of grace is bedrock to us denominationally and 
remains our strength in terms of evangelism and witness. 2) Our connectional ministry binds us together and enables 
us to be in service to the world. For example, the United Methodist Committee on Relief is second-to-none in 
responding to crisis globally. 

 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate to 
the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
The United Methodist Church is responsible for bringing me back into the fold of the Christian faith. I am deeply 
indebted to United Methodist Christians for showing me grace and making space for my questions. I feel I owe the 
church my time and ability and can best repay it by serving as a delegate. Since being ordained, I have served the 
Annual Conference in a variety of ways and believe that now is the right time to serve the General and Jurisdictional 
Conferences as a delegate. 
 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
I have served as Chair of the East District Committee on Ordained Ministry for nine years. I also serve on Church 
Finance and Administration, CTC Core Leadership Team, East District Superintendency Committee, and Chair the 
Board of Directors for CTC Project Transformation. I am the Senior Pastor of a large church that has always paid 
100% of our connectional giving and still maintains this as a priority. 

 
 

 

Jim Conner 
6309 Seabrook Drive 
Fort Worth, TX 76132 
 

(817) 874-2824 
jltzcon@aol.com 
 

First United Methodist Mansfield 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
The best thing about the United Methodist Church is our emphasis on grace: grace that comes before us, grace that 
surrounds us, and grace that saves us.  I have always loved that we recognize that God’s table is open and for all 
and we believe that every one of us stands in need of the means of grace which the church supplies. 

 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate to 
the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
Having been part of the delegation in St Louis, I am keenly aware that there is important work to be done as we 
discern what is best for our denomination moving forward. 
 

I have been blessed to serve churches in urban, suburban, and small town settings.  Serving as Chair of the Board of 
Ordained Ministry and having family who have served at the General Board of Pensions and Health Benefits, I have 
established strong connections in our Conference, our Jurisdiction, and beyond.   
 

I have the time, the interest, and the commitment to serve on our delegation. 
 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 



Currently I am serving as the Executive Pastor at First United Methodist Church Mansfield.  I am a member of the 
East District DCOM and I am mentoring and working with candidates in various stages of the ministry process.  As I 
prepare for this new phase of my life, I am looking forward to what God will lead me to do next. 

 
 

 

Beth Evers 
2416 W. Berry Street 
Fort Worth, TX 76110 
 

(817) 988-6300 
bevers@uumcfw.com 
 

University UMC 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
Grace. The best thing about The United Methodist Church is that everything we do is to share God’s grace with 
people. People are longing for forgiveness and connection. We have the privilege to witness to the forgiveness, 
connection, and transforming power of Jesus’s presence in their lives. The United Methodist Church shares God’s 
grace through each and every ministry - from the local church to our connectional ministries around the world.  
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate to 
the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
The 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences will be vitally important to the future of the UMC. They will also be 
difficult. Yet, I’ve experienced firsthand the power of the Holy Spirit to bring about healing and a renewed missional 
vision in tense and difficult circumstances. God has given me gifts to listen openly, dig deeper, and work with others 
toward a future that honors our call to share the love of Jesus Christ. The experience I’ve gained in the local church 
and throughout the connection has prepared me for the work of the General and Jurisdictional Conferences. 
 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
I have said yes to almost every opportunity to serve the United Methodist connection, including: serving on the North 
District Committee on Ministry, the Board of Ordained Ministry, the Conference Relations Committee, and the 
Episcopacy Committee. I am highly involved in the leadership of the Mary & Elizabeth Coalition whose primary 
purpose is to support the ministries and leadership of the clergywomen of the CTC. Our local church serves as a host 
church for Project Transformation which connects us with other CTC churches as we engage in mission with college 
students, young children, and their families each summer. 

 
 

 

David Alexander 
777 N. Walnut Creek Dr 
Mansfield, TX 76063 
 

(817) 477-2287 
pastordavid@fmcm.org 
 

First Methodist Mansfield 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
The best thing about our denomination is the best thing we could say about any local church within the connection. It 
is the places and in the lives where the expression of our mission is being lived out. It's in life change, growth and 
deepening in individual's commitment to living as a follower of Jesus. It's hope being brought to the hopeless, tangible 
ways where restoration is being brought to broken lives and communities. I am grateful to serve a church whose roots 
are grounded in the Wesleyan way of expressing the Christian faith.  
 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate to 
the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
I hope to have multiple decades to give to the work of pastoring a church whose future is more fruitful than the 
present. I want to see our denomination move forward in a way that ever local congregation - regardless of the 
diversity of perspectives around the presenting issues of our day - is enabled to live into that future in the context of 
that local church. I am weary of answers that serve factions. I hunger for our work to be driven by our commitment to 
the Kingdom that is larger than our particular denomination. 
 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 



I currently serve as a member of the Conference Board of Ordained Ministry. I formerly served as a clergy 
representative to the Conference Core Team. 

 
 

 

Molly Simpson Hayes 
2020 S. Collins Street 
Arlington, TX 76010 
 

(817) 846-1541 
revmollyhayes@gmail.com 
 

Church of the Good Shepherd UMC 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
Grace as experienced and lived by the people in local churches transforming the world with their love of Christ is the 
best part. The diversity present across the globe and our historic ability to love alike despite difference is perhaps the 
best witness of the grace of Jesus Christ we have in a world so quick to divide. 
 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate to 
the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
Sometimes a calling stirs inside before it’s recognized and hindsight shows the path that brings it. I’ve attended every 
General Conference since 2008. I was the “Methonerd” who took the General Conference class in seminary. 
Attending seminary in Boston afforded me global connections from whom I still witness the beauty of our connection 
at its best, despite its brokenness. The UMC is in yet another critical time as is our conference in receiving a new 
bishop. The Holy Spirit is moving and I want to be part of the hopeful future God has for the United Methodist witness. 
 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
Aside from serving as a senior pastor, I also serve on the DCOM in the East District. I serve as the Conference 
Secretary for Global Ministries with connections around the globe and especially the SCJ that remind me of why we 
do the work of General Conference. Lastly, as an alumni liaison for Boston University School of Theology, I help 
future leaders both lay and clergy discern their call to theological education which supports the wider connection in 
developing future generations of leaders for the church. 

 

 

Mark Winter 
6241 Winter Park Dr 
North Richland Hills, TX 76180 
 

(817) 454-1129 
info@onemanshow.org 
 

Trinity UMC, Arlington 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
I believe the best thing about the UMC is, and always will be, our well-rounded theology that we inherited from 
John Wesley, which emphasizes grace, sanctification and Christ-centered mission - resulting in warm hearts and 
active hands. 
 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate 
to the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
I grew up in the Methodist Church (even before it merged with the EUB), and my parents were charter members 
of our congregation. I have deep affection for our denomination, and want to see it continue its time-honored 
traditions and Wesleyan ways. 
 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
As a fulltime General Evangelist, I am in the unique position of traveling all over our conference and beyond. I 
sometimes volunteer my services to churches and work closely with a number of pastors to further their local 
mission. 

 



 

Nicholas Scott 
5001 Briarhaven Rd. 
Fort Worth, TX 76109 
 

(817) 731-0701 
nick@arborlawnumc.org 
 

Arborlawn UMC 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
There is “no holiness but social holiness.” When it is at its best, the United Methodist Church facilitates community 
where people regardless of who they are, where they are from, or what they have done may experience the 
overwhelming grace and love of God through authentic relationship with other beloved children of God. 
Encouraged and held accountable by these relationships, we may all better grow into the likeness of Christ 
together and embody Christ’s kingdom work in our families, local communities, and even the world. 
 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate 
to the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
I am thankful to the United Methodist Church for providing me a spiritual home and family of faith throughout my 
37 years. I have known the love of God, in part, because I have been loved by God’s people in this church. So, I 
am willing to serve because I am grateful for what I have been given. I am also willing to serve because I am 
interested in helping in whatever ways I can to make sure that all might know the love of God and be as fully 
included in that family as I have been. 
 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
I’ve worked in local churches for the past 13 years first as a youth minister, then a small group coordinator, and 
now as an associate pastor for Arborlawn UMC where my primary responsibility is leading our contemporary 
worship community as their pastor. Unofficially, I am also an enthusiastic supporter of the TCU Wesley 
Foundation and its students. I will be ordained as an elder in full connection at this annual conference. 

 

 

Matt Bailey 
300 S Bordon St 
Lorena, TX 76655 
 

(972) 021-2790 
jmattbailey@gmail.com 
 

Lorena UMC 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
The UMC recognizes no one is beyond the saving power of God's grace. We invite all people into that life 
changing relationship with Jesus Christ.  I love the healing and restorative power of God's grace. I have been a 
beneficiary myself and believe the Methodist Church offers a great place from which to invite others into that 
same gift of grace. 
 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate 
to the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
After seeing the homogeneity of the voices in the 2019 delegation I thought the Central Texas Conference would 
appreciate a more diverse set of voices in their 2020 delegation. I believe I can contribute to that goal. 
 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
During this emotionally charged season in the United Methodist Church, I believe the order of elders can be a 
significant benefit to their congregations by providing a calm and unifying presence in their parishes. In the 
congregation the conference has entrusted to me, I try to keep everyone focused on growing in love for one 
another as they grow deeper in their relationship with Jesus Christ. 

 



 

Glenda Whitehead 
17854 Park Valley Dr. 
Round Rock, TX 78681 
 

(512) 576-9326 
glenda@jofumc.org 
 

Journey of Faith 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
The UMC has always held out the promise of grace.  Rather than condemnation, the UMC has focused on the 
promise of hope and transformation.  We’ve long been a “big umbrella” church that welcomes all kinds of people to 
find their seats at the table.  Our culture desperately needs to hear the message we have to offer.  We continue to be 
a beacon of light in the darkness. 
 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate to 
the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
Since ordination (1987/1990), I’ve worked at living out the ideal of full inclusion of all God’s children.  I’ve chaired the 
Commission on the Status and Role of Women (COSROW), and served as a trained advocate for victims of Clergy 
Sexual Misconduct.  As the founding pastor of CTC’s first Reconciling Congregation (2009), I continue to be active in 
the Reconciling Ministries Network (RMN).  In October, 2013, I was awarded the “Voices in the Wilderness Award” at 
RMN’s national convocation.  Serving as a delegate to GC could be a next step in my work for justice and inclusion.   
 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
In addition to serving as pastor of a truly diverse and inclusive local church, I currently serve on the South District 
Committee on Ordained Ministry and on the Conference Inclusiveness Umbrella Team. 

 
 

 

Eric Douglas 
608 NW 15th St 
Mineral Wells, TX 76067 
 

(254) 433-8323 
eric@fumcmineralwells.org 
 

First Mineral Wells/Palo Pinto 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
We have a theology that maintains the best of the evangelical movement and the great need for social justice in our 
world. Living in this tension gives us a natural ability to answers God's call to stand against the polarized nature of 
this day and age. Beyond theology, our core connectional structure is (when at its best) an example of shared life in 
an era of rampant individualism. We have, within our church, the ability to already show the world what authentic 
community looks like in a practical way through our connection. 
 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate to 
the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
I’ve spent a lot of time over the last decade of service under appointment praying for our delegates. Specifically, I 
asked for there to be a good number of people who represent some of our younger clergy and some of our rural 
churches. For General Conference 2020 I felt called to help be the voice for those groups in our conference and in 
our denomination. I hope and pray that I can help represent these groups in a way that lends their voice to the larger 
discussion about the future of the UMC.   
 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
I am currently appointed to First Mineral Wells/ Palo Pinto Charge. I also serve on the BOM, West dCOM, West 
District Finance Committee, Tarleton Wesley Foundation Board, Conference Ministry Safe Committee, and various 
other community boards and agencies beyond the local church. 

 
 
 



 

Meredith Bell 
825 Cedar Crest Lane 
Corsicana, TX 75110 
 

(817) 991-3543 
the_bells@me.com 
 

UCF Wesley Foundation @ Navarro College 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
As a Deacon in the United Methodist Church, my ministry depends on our connectional system.  The ability to 
respond to the people of faith that I daily encounter with “yes, and…” is a liberating response to the work of Christ in 
their lives.  The UMC is deeply blessed with resources in talent, faith, theology, geography, mission, diversity, 
opportunity, purpose, and witness.  With our commitment to Christ and our connectional system we are a church that 
has the ability to be missional.  We actively seek where God is at work and join God in the work of transforming lives. 
 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate to 
the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
The essence of my service to the UMC comes from a deep commitment to invite people into an abundant life with 
Jesus Christ. I am motivated to help the UMC move through this time of transition using a lens of abundance over 
scarcity.  Throughout my ministry career, this time of transition has been on the horizon.  With great respect and 
appreciation to past delegates, I simply make myself available to complete this chapter of transition in our church.  
There is great opportunity and potential in our future as we daily encounter the living Christ in our lives and our 
church. 
 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
I humbly serve the young adults of Navarro College as a campus pastor, spiritual director and chaplain to athletes.  
Young adults change the world.  I am blessed to engage the spirit of the youth and empower them to be Christian 
leaders.  Through my ministry to young adults they are challenged to be present where their feet are planted, stand 
up to injustice and to make Christ the center of their lives.   

 

 

Allen Lutes 
4200 Camp Bowie 
Fort Worth, TX 76116 
 

(817) 925-7160 
alutes@ahumc.com 
 

Arlington Heights UMC 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
The greatest thing about the UMC is our emphasis on grace.  The grace that comes before and extends beyond our 
understanding.  That grace that is reflected in our global impact on building the kingdom of God. 
 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate to 
the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
As a deacon, I hope to add my voice to the global conversation as we seek to pursue holy conversations about where 
God is leading the church. 
 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
I serve my local congregation as well as partnering with others in our connection through the Five and Two food truck 
ministry.  I also serve on the TCU Wesley board of directors.   

 
 



 

Debra Crumpton 
2306 Clareton Dr. 
Arlington, TX 76018 
 

(817) 308-4076 
Crumptond72@gmail.com 
 

St. Andrew’s, Arlington 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
Within three and a half miles of my church is an elementary school and hospital where more than 20 different 
languages are spoken.  The global world has come to our doorsteps and the UMC with its Wesleyan Theology of 
grace can be the place of broken bread and poured out wine for all.  When we embrace our theology, and our 
Wesleyan way of arriving at theological conclusions (scripture, tradition, reason and experience) we can be the church 
that provides the balm which heals the brokenness in our communities, nation and world. 
 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate to 
the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
In 2008, I served on the Host Committee for General Conference while also serving as a Jurisdictional Conference 
delegate.  It was a challenging experience, but I gained a great appreciation for the work, diversity and challenges of 
the general church and the value of committed servants.  I have since served as a 2012 General Conference delegate 
and a Jurisdictional Conference delegate in 2016 and 2019.  I am offering myself again as a servant to continue giving 
service and voice on behalf of others. 
 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
Through pastoral leadership in the local church, National Black Clergy Women, and Women Leadership Team. I have 
also served on the South Central Jurisdiction Mission Council, the Board of Pension, Glen Lake Board, District 
Committee of Ordained Ministry and the Board of Ordained Ministry, taught in the School of Christian Mission.  I 
currently serve as a Board of Ordained Ministry mentor.   

 
 

 

Clifton Howard 
3200 E. Rosedale St 
Fort Worth, TX 76105 
 

(817) 877-5222 
clifton@ctcumc.org 
 

Central Texas Conference 

What is the best thing about The United Methodist Church today? 
A theology of grace which understands God as willing to go to any length to bring anyone and everyone into God's 
family, has long been the best thing about the UMC. As for today, I think the best thing about our church is our 
willingness to address difficult issues no matter how difficult.  One more great thing about our church is our 
determination to serve the people in our communities and world as our faithful response to Christ call to be servants. 
 
Why are you choosing to make known your interest, availability, and commitment to serve as a delegate to 
the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences? 
I would like to believe that I can make some difference in the work that takes place at each Conference.  Most of all, I 
simply offer myself in service to the Annual Conference. 
 
How are you currently using your time to support the United Methodist connection? 
I serve as the Assistant to Bishop Lowry.  I also serve on the General Commission on Religion and Race as well as 
the Coordinating Committee for Strengthening the Black Church for the 21st Century. 

 
 
 


